ALDENHAM PARISH COUNCIL
Council Document
To review the proposed lease for the
booster station on top of The Radlett
Centre.

AGENDA item 7.
Full Council Meeting 15th December
2020

Background
There is a booster station located above the ceiling of the Douglas Hicks Room in the Radlett
Centre. This was installed some time ago, and is subject to a lease with Arqiva (now On Tower
UK Ltd). The lease expired in June 2020 and a new proposal has been forwarded to the
Council for consideration. The Heads of Terms are attached.
Recommendations

That Aldenham Parish Council (APC) rejects the new lease and asks for the equipment to be
removed as soon as possible.
Reasons for recommendation
In the current lease APC receive £5,000 per annum rental, this is now proposed to be reduced
to £1,500 per annum which is quite a reduction.
The lease also states that the tenant has the right to install any associated equipment
anywhere on site, which, as parking spaces are limited could cause problems.
The lease also states in 19.2 that the tenant can prune any trees that may affect its
communications, subject to the landlord’s consent which must not be unreasonably withheld.
You may recall some years ago the then tenant wanted to cut down the Cedar Tree at the front
of the Radlett Centre, because they said it was interfering with telecommunications. APC
rejected this as they had no grounds at the time and they stopped. Interestingly enough the
booster station is still operating. This they are trying to rectify with this clause.
Alternative options
To accept the new lease and instruct Debenhams Ottaway to act on APC’s behalf, as this is
being paid for by the tenant.
The tenant has stated that removal of the booster station may affect the signal, but since it was
original installed, there is now a mast at Radlett Gardens. There is also a new mast being
commissioned on KGV Playing Field, so this argument may be questionable.
Financial Implications
There will be a reduction in income of £5,000, which is passed to the Radlett Centre.
Risk Management Implications
If the telecoms signal is reduced because of this decision, there may be comments from some
residents.
Members are asked to consider this report.
Peter Evans
Parish Council Manager
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